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The Divorce Ceremony for Charlotte Eulette

February 8, 2003

Diva Lounge – Montclair, New Jersey

7:00 pm

Celebrant:  Cynthia Reed

___________________________________________

7:00 – 7:30

Music Selection/Guest Arrival Music:  Background Music provided by Diva
Guests mingle to background music.

WELCOME

7:30

The Celebrant walks down the aisle and stands in the front facing the Guests.

Music Cue:  
Music fades out.

Celebrant:  (To the Guests) 

Good evening and welcome to the Divorce Ceremony for Charlotte Eulette.  Please gather around me in a semicircle, leaving an aisle down the center.  Also, please turn off your cell phones, pagers, and the like, as we now begin the ceremony.  Thank you.  

PROCESSIONAL

Music Cue: 
Drummers begin drumming.

Bonnie Cushing, Trish Preston-Roberts and other drummers begin drumming and slowly leading Charlotte down the aisle to the ceremonial table set up near the front of the room.

Music Cue:
Drumming ends and drummers take places with guests.

INTRODUCTION

Celebrant:

We have come tonight to acknowledge with a special ceremony Charlotte Eulette’s divorce: to recognize the hurt and pain that such an event causes, and to begin together with Charlotte the process of healing and the journey forward to a life of peace and happiness.   Charlotte’s essence is the sum total of all the choices she has made in her life, and so we are here not to abandon the past, but to reclaim it.  Most of all, we have come tonight because we love and support Charlotte.  Charlotte has chosen important symbols to honor her Greek heritage, to cleanse, to heal, to release and to energize.

It is Charlotte’s desire that this ceremony have an impact beyond her own personal situation.  She has invited all of you not only as witnesses, but also, and more importantly, as participants.  As Charlotte says, “everyone has had divorce touch their life in some way, and I hope that this public ceremony will help others work through their own feelings.”  In this spirit, it is Charlotte’s hope that all who have experienced divorce personally or in the lives of their loved ones will recognize the importance of ceremony in marking this life transition, and that tonight we can share these emotions as we honor Charlotte.

Charlotte finds strength and comfort in these words from Rainer Maria Rilke’s “Letters to a Young Poet”:

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart.

And try to love the questions themselves.

Do not seek the answers that cannot be given you

because you would not be able to live them.

And the point is to live everything.

Live the questions now.

Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it,

live along some distant day into the answer.

We are gathered here tonight in the spirit of acceptance and love, and to welcome a new day with renewed commitments for growth and fulfillment.
Celebrant:

Charlotte has asked her longtime friend Gaile Sarma to open this ceremony with some remarks about Charlotte’s journey.

REMARKS BY GAILE SARMA

I first met Charlotte nearly 20 years ago. She was a beautiful young woman, with the wit and sensitivity of a much older person. In the company where she worked with my husband, she created around her a wonderful circle of happy, cooperating people, where everyone got along, and everyone was included. Over the years, so many occasions have been made joyful for us by Charlotte's bright and playful and loving spirit.


Two years ago, when we thought about starting an American celebrant movement, it was obvious that Charlotte, as our National Director, would have the magic to make miracles happen, to involve people in the new idea of professional, non-religious ceremonies, and to make it work.


In 20 years, I've seen Charlotte pass through difficult times as well as good ones, and she's faced the bad times with tremendous grace and resilience. How wonderful to see her now, in a happier life, enjoying the love and success that she has always deserved. My wish for you, Charlotte, is that the glow of happiness you have always created around you should shine inward, that no corner of sadness should be left in your heart.
Celebrant:

Dally Messenger has guided Charlotte on her mission to build the Celebrant USA Foundation, and as part of that process, become her close friend and mentor.  I invite him to share with us his thoughts on the purpose of tonight’s ceremony, and a reading for Charlotte.

REMARKS & READING BY DALLY MESSENGER

Dally Messenger:

Charlotte, 

Since we first me I’ve seen you struggle through the pain and grief of divorce proceedings.  Not only through the personal disappointment and confusion which comes with almost every serious separation, but also the expense and heartlessness of the legal proceedings which drain almost everyone who goes through it of energy, morale and sometimes health.  

Society has changed, divorce is common in countries where freedom is respected, but we have not learned how to handle it very well at all.  There are few rules, few conventions and no formed morality, or even principles of political correctness, to guide us through productively.

You are now marking the moment when you feel ready to decide to leave all the pain, all the hurts, all the mistakes of the past behind.

You are making a decision to understand, to tolerate and to transcend, as we say, positively.

Your friends wish a happy life for you, new and happy love, from this day on.  Perhaps this can be symbolized by the words of William Blake in his poem “Love and Harmony.”  I will read the first three verses.




Love and harmony combine,




And round our souls entwine




While thy branches mix with mine,




And our roots together join.




Joys upon our branches sit,




Chirping loud and singing sweet;




Like gentle streams beneath our feet




Innocence and virtue meet.




Thou the golden fruit dost bear,




I am clad in flowers fair;




Thy sweet boughs perfume the air,




And the turtle buildeth there.

HEALING CEREMONY

Celebrant:

In Charlotte’s words, “during the past few years, I felt like I couldn’t express myself, and now I have a sense of expression.”  Charlotte would like to leave the negative feelings and thought processes of those years behind her tonight in a ritual of healing and catharsis, and to move forward from this ceremony with joy, strength and tranquility.  


The poet Jim Cohn speaks to such a release:

Releasing the separate one






is a difficult knot.





Finding yourself is something






only you can do.





Imagine yourself coming back






10 years from today





Through time, to help you 






where you must be now.








-- Jim Cohn 

Cleansing Ceremony
Celebrant:

Charlotte, will you now cleanse this space by taking this candle and encircling the ceremonial table with light?  And as you do this, please repeat the following words after me.


Charlotte takes votive candle and walks around the ceremonial table.

Charlotte:

I am cleansing this space

of old hurts and past chaos,

and creating a new space 

for new possibilities and opportunities.

Declarations & Covenants

Celebrant (to Charlotte):

Charlotte, do you wish to declare your freedom from the chaos, weakness, fear and uncertainty that you associate with the process of terminating your marriage? 

Charlotte:

I do.


Celebrant hands Charlotte her declarations.
Charlotte:

I recognize that active grieving is healthy and freeing.

I know that divorce is honoring the truth that my marriage could no longer continue.

I really “get” that divorce is not a failure, and that I am not a failure.

I am not bound by past experiences.  I am unfettered and capable of making constructive decisions as I move forward.

I will learn all I can from this experience and in time I will release it and be free of it.

I acknowledge and have compassion for the past so that I can live in the now and be fully present.

I will remember that out of chaos can come order and balance; after the storm – often a rainbow; out of the pain – a birth.

I will look to see what I want and trust that.  I will develop an attitude of gratitude and of letting go.  I will become an impeccable listener.  I will ask for what I want.

I know that my source of happiness is not within others, but within myself.

I accept the responsibility for creating my future.

Presentation of Ring

Celebrant:

When she was going through her divorce, Charlotte decided one day to purchase a ring for herself, and chose a design of a coiled, encircling snake.  This image symbolizes eternal return and suggests that for every end there is a new beginning.  The symbol first appeared in jewelry in ancient Greece and represented healing, regeneration and rebirth.  This design also suggests to Charlotte the Greek Delphic priestesses, and she takes from it their strength.

And although she has been wearing this ring before tonight, we now present it to her publicly as a vivid representation of the personal power she will take from this ceremony.  

I ask Charlotte’s mother, Vivian Rosenberg, to come forward to present the ring.

VIVIAN comes forward and presents the ring to Charlotte, who places it on her own finger.

VIVIAN makes her remarks, including this poem she wrote for her daughter:


Charlotte’s still waters.


Charlotte’s yesterdays.


Charlotte’s all tomorrows.


With memories of loving Sheldon,


and her Mom’s wishes.


Somewhere are tranquil waters


that we all seek to find


To leave behind our sorrows


and capture peace of mind.


Yesterday has gone away


never to return,


Ke tora Pedaki Mou [“Live with joy” in Greek]


Yesterday has gone away


So live all your tomorrows.


I love you.


Mom.

NAMING CEREMONY

Celebrant:

There may be nothing more intimately coupled with our individuality than the name by which we are called.  Charlotte had been known throughout her marriage as “Charlotte Russo.”  For the past year or so, she has again been using her birth surname of “Eulette.”  Just as she chose at the time of her marriage to take her husband’s name because it was important to her to symbolize their union in this way, so she now recognizes that her married name no longer reflects her true identity as a single person.  She has decided that the name she wishes to use on life’s journey is her family name.  Charlotte has chosen this evening to publicly declare her name as such, and to ask you to do the same.  

Celebrant:

I now invite Remi Bosseau, Charlotte’s close friend and fellow Celebrant, to read “Lake Song”, a poem by Colette Inez, in which the poet explores the meaning of names.

READING

“Lake Song” by Colette Inez

read by Remi Barclay Bosseau

__________________________________________

Every day our name is changed,

say stones colliding into waves.

Go read our names on the shore,

say waves colliding into stones.

Birds over water call their names

to each other again and again

to say where they are.

Where have you been, my small bird?

I know our names will change one day

to stones in a field

of anemones and lavender.

Before you reach the farthest wave,

before our shadows disappear

in a starry blur, call out your name

to say where we are.

Celebrant (to Charlotte):
I now ask you, Charlotte, what name do you take?

Charlotte:

Charlotte Eulette.

Celebrant (to guests):
Do you agree to call this woman Charlotte Eulette?

Guests:

We do.

Celebrant:

In recognition of Charlotte’s new name, I ask you to repeat after me:

Guests:

We all agree to call you “Charlotte Eulette”

So therefore we name you “Charlotte Eulette”

We wish you long life and happiness in a loving and peaceful world.

Celebrant:

Charlotte, in this ceremony you have taken important steps of transition and healing.  You have made covenants to guide your future.  You have publicly taken a new name to reflect your new identity.  You are ready, now, to face the future with renewed strength, courage, hope, compassion and joie de vivre – all those qualities that have served you so well in your life to this point.  In the words of Ernest Hemingway, from his novel “A Farewell to Arms”, “The world breaks everyone and afterward many are strong at the broken places.”  

Your friend Amy Frith has chosen a reading to carry you forward with fearlessness.  I invite her to come forward now to speak.

REMARKS AND READING BY AMY FRITH

READING

“ADVENTURES OF ISABEL” by Ogden Nash

read by Amy Frith

________________________________

Isabel met an enormous bear, 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't care; 
The bear was hungry, the bear was ravenous, 
The bear's big mouth was cruel and cavernous. 
The bear said, Isabel, glad to meet you, 
How do, Isabel, now I'll eat you! 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't worry. 
Isabel didn't scream or scurry. 
She washed her hands and she straightened her hair up, 
Then Isabel quietly ate the bear up. 

Once in a night as black as pitch 
Isabel met a wicked old witch. 
the witch's face was cross and wrinkled, 
The witch's gums with teeth were sprinkled. 
Ho, ho, Isabel! the old witch crowed, 
I'll turn you into an ugly toad! 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't worry, 
Isabel didn't scream or scurry, 
She showed no rage and she showed no rancor, 
But she turned the witch into milk and drank her. 

Isabel met a hideous giant, 
Isabel continued self reliant. 
The giant was hairy, the giant was horrid, 
He had one eye in the middle of his forehead. 
Good morning, Isabel, the giant said, 
I’ll grind your bones to make my bread. 
Isabel, Isabel, didn’t worry, 
Isabel didn’t scream or scurry. 
She nibbled the zwieback that she always fed off, 
And when it was gone, she cut the giant’s head off. 

Isabel met a troublesome doctor, 
He punched and he poked till he really shocked her. 
The doctor’s talk was of coughs and chills 
And the doctor’s satchel bulged with pills. 
The doctor said unto Isabel, 
Swallow this, it will make you well. 
Isabel, Isabel, didn’t worry, 
Isabel didn’t scream or scurry. 
She took those pills from the pill concocter, 
And Isabel calmly cured the doctor. 


Celebrant:  Charlotte, it’s now your turn to speak!

REMARKS BY CHARLOTTE EULETTE

Charlotte:

Like the Phoenix in ancient mythology, everyone is destined to go through their own personal "circle of fire" and come through on the other side to a shinning new day - enlightened. 

With great honor and joy, I would like to sincerely thank some of my dear friends and family who have been extraordinarily supportive of me during this my long and arduous 4 year "circle of fire". These people, whose names I will call out, are invited to come up at the end of the ceremony to except my humble gift of  "a candle". I want you to know that from the bottom of my heart you have been my flame of courage, my guiding light and the spark of hope through it all. You've inspired me to look forward to the magnificent bounty that life holds for us together, now, and in years to come. I gift you a symbol of the "beacon of hope" you have been to me when I needed it the most.  Light it and shine on!

And now "The Honored Beacon of Hope and Light Awards" goes to… 

My Mother…Vivian and Step-Dad Sheldon (quack, quack) They were the parental ducks in the "murky pond of disillusionment" that showed me the V way out -full of love.

My Daddy-O, Clayton Eulette
Pat and Gaile Sarma whose boundless love dashed the ashes 
Bev Lyons
Amy Frith
Hunter & Deb Murtaugh
Jimmy "Nick" Doherty 
Uncle Gus
Dino & Kate
My cousin Dina, Jason & Tom who came all the way from Chicago to be here for me tonight - and the rest of my loving relatives in Chicago who are here in spirit.
Mark Attalla & family
Rod & Marie
Riz Haider
Micki & Tony
Gayle & Bob 
Diana Sherwood
Dally Messenger
Remi Barclay
Frank & Eve Hentschker 
Matt Kennedy 
Trixie my wonder dog of love & four footed fuzzy furry friend forever
and my Celebrant and true-blue beloved friend ~ Cynthia K. Reed.

And, I thank all of my friends here in this room tonight celebrating life with me. Bless you all heart and soul. 

CLOSING

Celebrant:

We came today to acknowledge the pain and hurt caused by Charlotte’s divorce, to begin the healing process with her, and to publicly declare her new name.  It was Charlotte’s hope that through this ceremony you would not only share her experience, but also that you would reflect on how divorce may have touched your own lives and the lives of your loved ones.  We have achieved these goals and more.  This ceremony has marked an important transition for Charlotte.  We are honored by the spirit of joy in this room, the intertwined lives of family and friends, and the love and support for our friend, Charlotte Eulette.  

To all of you gathered here, let us recognize and remember all people in relationships so that they may honor and respect each other and treat one another with dignity.  Where marriages are happy may there be renewal and enrichment for the common life.  Where marriages are in turmoil may there be comfort and support.  And where marriages have waned of love may there be resolution with the least of conflict and misunderstanding.

Celebrant (to Charlotte):

Charlotte, 

You are now a single person, free to love and to marry again if your wish.  May the universe bless your separate life.  

May you willingly accept the good parts of your married life and remember gratefully such times.

And as to the difficult and painful memories, may you continue the process of healing and may you live the gift of compassion in celebration and gratitude of life's love for you.

May you honor the gifts you can give, and recognize your worthiness as long as you live.

And may your days be filled with the wonder, the beauty, and the magic of life.

Celebrant: (to guests)

I present to you Charlotte Eulette, a single, strong, and independent woman.  Will you all please shout out to her your congratulations!

Guests:

Congratulations!!!

 RECESSIONAL

Celebrant:

In tribute to her Greek heritage, Charlotte has chosen to close her ceremony with belly-dancing.  In ancient Greece, the gods were worshipped by dancing rites accompanied by metal cymbals and castanets.  These dances included both a rotation of the hips, and an occasional sharp jerk, suggesting an ancestry to the modern belly dance.  For centuries since, men, women and children have performed belly dancing as a folk dance at joyous occasions such as weddings, the birth of a child, community festivals, and other events that bring people together to party. 

It is therefore appropriate that we all join in this dance to close Charlotte’s ceremony.  Instead of wearing a ring on her finger symbolizing her marriage, she has chosen to use the symbol of the circle to bind her together with her friends and family here tonight, to join in a dance of life.  My Celebrant colleagues will now present each of you with a ribbon necklace with a bell that should just hit your navel – as Charlotte describes them, they are “sort of like a Hawaiian lei, but a Greek one.”  Please put your necklace on and be prepared to join Charlotte as we dance our way into tonight’s festivities.  But because you may not know how, Charlotte will begin, and then beckon you all to follow.

I ask our drummers to return to encircle Charlotte as we close the ceremony.

Now let the dancing & feasting begin!  


Music Cue: 
Drummers begin drumming in a circle around Charlotte


Charlotte begins dance and then beckons guests to join in.

Music Cue: 
Drumming segues into music from Diva Lounge
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