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Introduction
Celebrant:
     Welcome, everyone, to a divorce and healing ceremony for Adam Rann, to recognize and honor this milestone in Adam's life.

     My name is Charlotte Eulette; I am a Civil Celebrant and Adam's friend. I am happy that we are together on this fine eve. Do turn off your cell phones and beepers, s'il vous plait. 


     Adam's divorce has been final for some time, but the pain of this separation, after a fourteen year marriage, still shadows his life. It's hard not to feel the absence of someone who has loomed large in your life for so long.


     To understand the pain of divorce, the way it shakes a person to the core, one has to acknowledge the strength and power of the marriage commitment. In our introspective times, few people enter into marriage lightly. Fewer people are marrying, and they are marrying later, because we recognize marriage for what it has always been: a great and heroic leap of faith, the most total commitment that a human being can voluntarily choose. 


      People who marry offer forth the best of themselves, hoping to forge with another person a happy home and a fulfilling life. Our bonds of blood are very close ones, but no parent or child will share one's life as totally as a spouse will try to do. To undertake this great task, to live together for many years and finally separate, is a sad thing, so sad, that it can cause one to question one's basic worth, one's hopes for happiness in this world.


     We are here today to reaffirm our belief in Adam as a human being. All of Adam's friends know his strengths, his wonderful qualities. Adam is a "care-taking" sort of person, of both things and people. All the simple things in his life give him great joy. He is never so happy as in fixing up his house and arranging prized possessions, whipping up simple but delicious meals, laughing and joking with friends. Hardly anybody laughs as much as Adam does, or whistles so beautifully; his high spirits, and playfulness, even his somewhat repetitious jokes are quintessentially Adam, and a tonic to those who love him. The simplest friendly interaction buoys him up, and any kind of meanness causes him pain. His love of all furry creatures is legendary. He is never too tired to be kind, to be supportive. No matter how many students he has, he will always try to give his best attention to each one of them. Hundreds of former students remember him as a loving and caring mentor, who played a great role in guiding them in their professional path.


     All his life, Adam has pushed himself to do everything right, to give his very best, and this was true also in his marriage. Adam is patient, tolerant, and forgiving, but life is tough, and relationships are hard. Sometimes, one's best is still not good enough.


     Everyone who has tried hard to make a marriage work can feel they have done something very special; they have come to grips with the ultimate human task. Each marriage, even those that end, enclosed many happy hours, and many things achieved together. Even as we leave a marriage behind us, as we look forward to the new life ahead, many good things from that marriage travel with us, and will be with us always.


     Tonight, we gather together to wish Adam good health, good loving and true happiness. We want him to know how important and valued he is by his family, friends and community, and to reassure him that he can bring along the best of his old life as he transitions to the new one.


"Little by little, one travels far". J.R.R. Tolkein’s wisdom reminds us all.

     A chapter of Adam's life has ended and new one has begun. As of September 2nd. 2003,  his last alimony check went into the mail box, with a swish and squeak and a thump, ending a chapter in his life. In many ways it was a relief for him. "Now" he says, "with the help of my family and friends I can go on with my life."

     The journey has been a long and painful one. Many of you wanted Adam to feel anger and fury at this time - but that was just not Adam. Instead, he felt sadness and loss and he remembered the many years of love that he had for and with Tanya. Anger was never a welcome guest at his table.

     Adam looks back at the years that they were married and remembers the good with the bad. He says, directly "You're asking me what life's lesson I learned from this relationship? Well, I learned a lot about the divorce laws in the State of Pennsylvania that's for sure. I also owe a lot of who I am today to our relationship. I grew considerably at this point in my life…in spite of everything." 

     When asked How important his friends and family were to him during the bleakest hour,  he said, "I had very good people to talk to…my kids - Daniel and Leena, Jessica, Mort & Gina - my dear friends, Bisette - my therapist and my good friend for many years - Mike. They were all very helpful and there was much love, support, pain, as well as insight and discovery that came about". They were life savers in every way. Adam thanks all of you and as Woody Allen says… "Showing up is 80% of life".


Reading ~ The Separate One

Celebrant: 
Mort & Gina, Adam's dear friends will read John Cohn's poem "The Seperate One"...

Gina: 
         Releasing the separate one
         is a difficult knot.
         Finding yourself is something
         only you can do.

Mort: 
          Imagine yourself coming back
          10 years from today
          Through time, to help you 
          where you must be now.  

                       -- John Cohn

Life Savers
Celebrant: 
     How sweet it is to have "life savers" in your life. We are handing out Life Saver Candies, so go ahead and pop them in your mouths now while I tell you what Leena, Adam' daughter, wants her dad to know and share with you. Leena is working in Chicago tonight but she'll be calling later to tell her dad how much she loves him.  

     Sunday evening I called Leena and we talked coast to coast and she said, "You know Charlotte, my dad's a brave man. During the divorce my brother David and I saw how hard this was on him and oddly enough, this became the catalyst for my brother, my dad and I, (all three of us) to get closer than ever before.  From so much pain an opportunity came about, for my brother and me to show total support for our dad as he has been totally supportive of us. David and I have been loved unconditionally by our father and now this was our chance to do the same for him.  It was our unspoken vow. From this point on we would support our dad no matter what. If there is anyone in the world that deserves total happiness and smooth sailing its dad. 

     From my own perspective, there were moments: sad ones, tough one, bad ones.  It was a rocky road. I got real mad at him. We talked it out, always straight with one another, a real testament of the strong and honest relationship we have together. We took risks saying hard things to one another and at the same time having the confidence in the deep friendship and love that is ours.

     If I could be there tonight, and I wish I could be, I would say this to my dad… ‘You did a brave and difficult thing and I love you’. He had all the right in world and there were many temptations for him to behave poorly, but he never lowered himself and gave in to that kind of behavior or speech. He was reasonable, and never vindictive in the face of extraordinary events that would break most people. My dad is a good, moral and ethical person and there are not too many people I can say that about. He is a gentleman, through and through. I hope everyone enjoyed their "life saver", thanks for being there for him.”

The Broken/Together Glass

Celebrant: 
     In our lives we build things, grows things, dig for things, find rare goodies and sometimes…things get destroyed, they come crashing down and from the ashes beautiful new life emerges that takes on a whole new meaning that is - life affirming. Surviving is elegant! 
     This glass was broken and Adam glued it back together "it can be used as a glass again" he tells us "or…not." 

Celebrant holds up the glass: Adam, this mended glass represents possibilities, opportunities and new beginnings. All of us, your friends and loved ones assure you that we are here for you as you continue on your life's great adventure!

Celebrant: 
     During his divorce Adam found peace and needed energy in: bike riding, his wonderful home in the woods, his work, his students, loving friends and family. He tells us that all of this got him through.  

     One of Adam's favorite writers, J.R.R. Tolkien, seems to describe Adam here and I think a lot of you would agree… 
"His house was perfect, whether you like food, or sleep, or work,                                                                      or storytelling, or singing or just sitting and thinking, best, or a pleasant mixture of them all." 

     Adam you and your "youness" are a sanctuary to all of us - your devotees!
Love in Life is a Good Thing ~ Poem
Celebrant: 

                                       Love in life is a good thing

And so are ~ the stable and kind people in his Adam's life and home today.

And so is  ~  the short furry critter with a whipping tail and ominous brown eyes - Dudley their dog.

And so is ~   the finest sandpaper and 18 boxes of screws that Adam will use to build splendid,  "kick-ass" book-cases for his home….his home…his birthday gift to himself….and many more.


                                Yes ~ love in life is a good thing…to share.
Reading ~ Love After Love
Celebrant:
     Bissette, Adam’s long time friend and supporter is here to tell us of her hopes and dreams for her loving friend Adam and will read Derek Walcot's poem "Love After Love".  Janet…
Bissette: 
     "My hopes for Adam, in the grand scheme of things, is that he finds peace in his life. I think that leaving Penn and going to Princeton, leaving all those bad memories behind was a good thing for him to do. He had to break free. My hopes are that he has found a better place in a totally new environment at work and at home. He is a happier person now making his way in life. I wish he can really feel that all of it is behind him now.  I would like this ceremony to be a cleansing experience."

Bissette: 
             The time will come
             when with elation, 
             you will greet yourself arriving
             at your own door, in your own mirror, 
             and each will smile at the other's welcome,

                             and say, sit here.  Eat.

               You will love again the stranger who was your self.
               Give wine.  Give bread.  Give back your heart
               to itself, to the stranger who has loved you

               all your life, whom you ignored
               for another, who knows you by heart.
               Take down the love letters from the bookshelf,

                the photographs, the desperate notes,
                peel your own image from the mirror.
                              Sit.  Feast on your life!
Celebrant: 
     What are Adam's hopes and dreams for the future? Here's a typical, lovable Adam response "I turned 64 yesterday and if things go good I'll get be 65 next year at the same time. I'll never retire. I'll die giving a lecture right there on the floor in front of everyone and I'll lay there with my mouth open, someone will just have to come pick me up at the end of the semester, that's all."

Two Wishes

Celebrant: Adam’s two wishes are…
1. He wishes his kids could be here tonight.
2. He also wishes that he could shake Tanya's hand as a gesture of closure. 
     They were married, they were colleagues, they wrote together and lectured together. Yeah, a good hand shake would do. Even though most people wouldn't agree - vehemently.  Those are his wishes and if you don't like them - he has others. 

Reading ~ Love & Death
Celebrant: Dale, Adam's friend has these deep philosophical words to share with us from Woody Allan's film "Love & Death".

Dale:  Sonja tells Vlad ~  "To love is to suffer. To avoid suffering one must not love, but then one suffers from not loving. Therefore, to love is to suffer, not to love is to suffer, to suffer is to suffer. To be happy is to love, to be happy then is to suffer but suffering makes one unhappy, therefore to be unhappy one must love or love to suffer or suffer from too much happiness. I hope you're getting this down..."

Dale: Adam, love is complicated. Love is tough. Some even say, in despair, that love is impossible. But to be human is to plunge into that sea, and hope to ride the waves. And to be, to have been, on the crest of that wave, to long for it again, is the finest thing that life can offer."
Wine Ceremony

*Music/Christoph - Sunrise Sunset, "Fiddler on the Roof".

Celebrant:
     Adam likes the part in "Fiddler on the Roof" where Tevya, the proud father, lifts his glass of vodka to wish his daughter and her intended a good future together. And he sings this song…

Good luck may be theirs
Good fortune be mine too!


     Let's do the same this autumn eve in honor of our friend, and commune together with wine (we'll skip the vodka). Let's share this moment and celebrate this grand life that we are all apart of…for little by little, we travel far - together! 

Celebrant:  Bissette, Mort& Gina and Dale will pour the wine in our glasses and in Dale's words "I pour wine a lot better than I read poetry". And now that everyone's cup is full I invite Adam to come up. Adam…

Adam: Nachus everyone!
Celebrant:  And to you my friend! 


*Music: Christoph gets down with - Crazy Gypsy Romanian Rhapsody Music

"Here Ends the Ceremony and Here Begins a Life of Love & Smooth Sailing"
