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EXPERTS | CEREMONIES

THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Traditional vows are beautiful, but who wants to repeat
what millions of couples have already said? A celebrant
can help distinguish yours from all the rest.

50 BOSTONMAGAZINE.COM FALLIWINTER 2011

Cindy Matchett never
imagined that her
career asaproject
manager fora Web
design firm would
ultimately prepare her
to help the affianced
of New England
experience their
nuptials in a personal
way. But Matchett's
insightful nature

and ability to help
others get to the core
oftheirvision has
moved her beyond
launching websites

to a much higher
calling—officiating

at marriages. Now in
her seventh year as
alicensed celebrant,
Matchett offers
customized ceremony
planning through her
company, Meaningful
Weddings, and guides
couples, both straight
and same-sex, through
“Ido"s that are every
bitas tailored as
theirwedding-day
wardrobes. A.EM.
What does a licensed
celebrant do?
Celebrants are non-
denominational
officiants who are
trainedinall ==
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TIPS

Candles {like
these teardrop-
shaped ones)
are perfect for
ceremonies.

_—

It's a wonderful little baok to
help couples sort out some of
the details of married life and
what is important to them.

FOF DETAILS, SEE WHERE TO BUY, PAGE 187,

of the different faiths, but we don’t repre-
sentany one faith in particular. It's really
important to us to be very neutral. We call
ourselves “ceremony experts” because
we know a great deal about the psychol-
ogy of ceremony, the logistics of ritual,
and traditions trom all over the world, We
can create completely secular ceremo-

[ _) U ] S B lJ R G G A R D [ N S-:E‘:' nies, very spiritual ceremonies, interfaith

ceremonies, same-sex-marriage ceremo-
/ G nies—you name it. It’s very important for
/s et y ustomarry people from all walks oflife.
What do you offer that a justice of
the peace or a minister may not be
able to provide?
Alot of the couples that find me say they
feel spiritual but not particularly reli-
gious. L hear that exact phrase over and
over again. Oftentimes they may have
grown up in a particular faith but don’t
feel at home there anymore; or they
haven’t found a church or temple to join
yet, but want more than a simple civil
ceremony. So we can incorporate a lot
of things that are important to themina
way that’s more personal.

The celebrant motto is "Your choice,
yaur vaice, your ceremony.” What daes
that mean in practice?

It might sound a little overwhelming at
first, because people don’t really know
what’s possible, bul il’s very empower-
ing. ITreally work as a friend and an ally
| tomirror back to couples >>

TELEPHONE 617-886-4700 * WWW.LOUISBURGGARDENSINC.COM
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g0 acres of lnndscaped howns & o formal garden
Be one of the first Bradiey Brides™
(only 100 couples have celebrated at the property)
Bridal Consultants to answer your planning questions
One wedding o weekend
The Bradley Estate is '_',-?..'m'nuff'.\' south of Bastan,

seconeds off Rowte 3. Or visit our Novth Shore

sister property: www. Cranelstate.org
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Designed
Guestbooks

and so
much more!
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Specialists

Proudly serving
W, Boston couples
since 2007

Contact us

today!
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what L hear from them. I write custom
rituals based on things they want incor-
porated into the ceremony; then I write
ascript, send it to them, and they edit it
together and send it back. We're creating
awork of art together, so they really feel
ownership of their ceremony. At the end,
guests always say, “That was so them,”
and that’s the best compliment.

What advice do you have for the brave
souls who are determined to write

their own vows?

It takes balance to be humorous and
sweet and honest and also keep it rever-
ent. It’s still a sacred moment, so you
don’twant to get too jokey with it. T have
awhole worksheet about writing vows,
but I often tell people to start like they're
writing alove letter to each other.

Isit ever a good idea to do your vows

off the cuff?

T would say no, but with a caveat. Some-
times couples approach a ceremony
without planning, because they want it
to feel authentic and relaxed and genu-
ine. But what we know as professionals
is that it takes alot of planning to create
something that looks natural—not diffi-
cult planning, just thoughtful planning.
So I'd suggest having something [ahead
of time], and if you want to go off script,
that’s fine. It’s a shame to just wing it

in hopes that it will be sort of quaint,
because sometimes that doesn’t work.

What's the most nontraditional
wedding you've done?

IThad acouple who loved to fish and
wanted to get married in their canoe. My
husband and I actually have a canoe, so
we were in one, the couple was in another,
and their parents were in two other
canoes. We had a ceremony onshore for
their guests, and then we went out just
alittle bit offshore, latched our canoes
together, and did the ceremony there.

What should couples look for when
selecting an officiant?

They should find someone they're really
excited about, whom they trust, who
understands them and their values, and
who will also be able to make their vision a
reality. You should feel really good in your
heart about the person marrying you.



